
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 12 August 2021] 

 p2764d-2764d 
Mr Bill Johnston 

 [1] 

BANDYUP WOMEN’S PRISON — BINDI BINDI MENTAL HEALTH UNIT 

Statement by Minister for Corrective Services 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Corrective Services) [9.06 am]: I rise to inform the house of 
the recent opening of the Bindi Bindi mental health unit at Bandyup Women’s Prison. The McGowan government 
has invested $2.4 million in the new, dedicated unit as part of the WA recovery plan. The 29-bed unit will provide 
mental health assessment, treatment and rehabilitation for women prisoners from across the state.  

The prevalence of mental illness in our prisons presents a significant challenge and makes Corrective Services 
one of the biggest mental health providers in the state. The Bindi Bindi mental health unit will accommodate and treat 
prisoners with a mental illness using clinical care alongside trauma-informed and recovery-focused approaches. It 
comprises 23 subacute beds for prisoners whose mental health needs cannot be safely managed in mainstream 
units and six beds for women who are acutely unwell. The government provided an additional $4.7 million in funding 
for staff, training and furnishings for the unit. 

The name Bindi Bindi, the Noongar word for butterfly, represents the vision of the unit to transform women to 
optimal health and help them lead successful and purposeful lives in the community when released. The opening 
of the Bindi Bindi unit follows the successful establishment of Wandoo Rehabilitation Prison, the state’s first 
dedicated alcohol and other drugs rehabilitation prison for women. Bindi Bindi will help improve the mental health 
of prisoners in a non-threatening environment, aiding their rehabilitation and making prisons and the community 
safer places.  

On behalf of the McGowan government, I wish the staff and prisoners at Bindi Bindi the very best. 
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